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Foreign affairs

Kazakh political exile Khrapunov gets asylum in
Switzerland

▲  The Federal Administrative Court in St Gallen. © Keystone / Gaetan Bally

Prominent Kazakh political figure Viktor Khrapunov has been granted asylum in
Switzerland, as has his ex-wife. The pair would risk unfair treatment back in Kazakhstan,
the Federal Administrative Court ruled.
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Viktor and Leila Khrapunov have been in Switzerland since 2008, when they fled
Kazakhstan and set up in Geneva after falling out of favour with former president 
Nursultan Nazarbayev.

Khrapunov, who was once the mayor of Almaty – Kazakhstan’s largest city – had along
with his wife been part of the elite circle, close to Nazarbayev.

Nazarbayev stepped down in 2019 after nearly three decades in power. However, the
Federal Administrative Court ruled that the Khrapunovs would remain exposed and
would run the risk of unfair proceedings back in Kazakhstan – a risk the court said
was “asylum-relevant”.

The decision – which is final – overturns that of the Swiss State Secretariat for
Migration, which had dismissed the couple’s claim.

It’s not the first time the Khrapunovs have been tied up with the Swiss legal system: in
2019, the Office of the Attorney General of Geneva closed its inquiry into suspected
money laundering involving the pair, which had been prompted by a 2012 request for
legal assistance by Kazakh authorities.
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After leaving the country in 2008, he voiced his opposition from a distance, including
in a published biography which criticised corruption among the Kazakh elite.

A Kazakh court sentenced him in October 2018 in absentia to 17 years in prison for
embezzlement and corruption; and while living in Switzerland, the Khrapunov family
were monitored by Kazakh authorities, who also targeted them via cyber attacks. 
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Comments under this article have been turned off. You can find an overview of
ongoing debates with our journalists here. Please join us!

If you want to start a conversation about a topic raised in this article or want to report
factual errors, email us at english@swissinfo.ch.

Will the United Nations soon be obsolete?
Is the international order capable of meeting the enormous challenges facing states and
societies around the world?
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Swiss dismiss Kazakh
money laundering case
Nov 21, 2019 • The Geneva
prosecutor's office has closed a
probe into suspected money
laundering involving the former
mayor of Kazakhstan's largest city.

Court re-opens
investigation into Kazakh
spying case
Oct 31, 2016 • A Swiss court has
ordered the re-opening of an
investigation concerning alleged
Kazakh government-backed illegal
surveillance of a political exile...

Swiss oil trader accuse
of pro�ting from ties to
elites in Kazakhstan
Nov 14, 2018 • The NGO Publ
Eye has accused Vitol of using
discreet joint venture to conce
links to powerful elites in
Kazakhstan.
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